
Wing clipping 
 

Do I need to clip my parrot’s wings? A lot of people prefer not to clip their parrot’s 

wings. But is it always a good choice? In nature a parrot will not survive with clipped 

wings, it will certainly get caught. In pet parrots, it is best to clip its wing to protect 

your bird from flying away or from injury. It is easy to forget to close a window when 

you take your unclipped bird out of its cage. If the bird flies out of the window you are 

to blame for it. Your bird will not survive outside for it does not know the dangers- 

predators, where to find food or how to get home. Why risk this? An inexperienced 

bird flying for the first time will most probably fly into a window, which can cause 

severe injury or even death. Why risk your parrot’s life if you can clip its wings? 

 

The importance of wing clipping is to do it correctly. The feathers must be clipped in 

such a way that it does not hurt or irritate your parrot. There is only one way to clip 

the wings correctly. In order to understand which feathers must be clipped and which 

not, lets look at the picture below: 

 

There are three layers of feathers, the primary coverts on the outside of the wing, the 

primary and secondary feathers and the greater under wing-coverts at the inside of 

the wing. 

 

The first 9 primary feathers are the flight feathers. These are the feathers your bird 

uses to fly.  

 



Wrong wing clipping: 

1. Do not clip the secondary feathers, for they are not the flight feathers and your 

bird will still be able to fly. Even if you only leave the 2 primary feathers 

numbered number p1 and p2 on the above photo, he will still be able to fly. 

But the biggest problem with clipping these feathers are that those clipped 

feather ends will stick into your bird’s side, causing a huge amount of irritation 

which can lead to feather plucking.  

 

 

2. Some people tend to clip just the one wing and leave the other. This will 

cause the bird to be unbalanced. Your bird will also still be able to fly by using 

his tail to make up for the clipped wing.  

3. We have seen people clipping the wings by leaving the shaft of the feather 

and cut the feather off along the shaft. This is a very ugly looking way of 

clipping your parrot’s wings. The clipped sides on the shaft are hard and 

irritating for the bird and may cause feather plucking. Your bird will still be able 

to fly.  

 

CORRECT wing clipping 

There is only one correct way of clipping your parrot’s wings. The first nine primary 

feathers are the flight feathers; those need to be clipped in the right way.  

Clip the first 9 fully grown-out primary feathers (p1-p9) in such a way that the shaft of 

each feather is tucked in between the greater under wing-coverts and the primary 



coverts. The clipped end, which can stick in your bird’s side, is covered by the two 

outer layers of feathers, protecting the clipped ends from sticking into your bird’s side 

(see picture). Be careful not to clip a blood feather, for it will be very sore for your 

bird and it will bleed a lot.  

The next 3 points are essential to remember when clipping your parrot’s wings: 

·  The clipped feather ends must not hurt or irritate your bird. 

·  Your parrot must still look beautiful! 

·  Your parrot must be able to glide down when clipped and not fall like a brick. 

 

                    


